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The realm of fanfiction is a niche in the literary world, at times widely recognized and at others
unacknowledged. At its core, fanfiction revolves around the idea of taking the characters, world,
and story another author has built and reimagining them. The act has drawn its fair share of
contention from readers and authors of popular series alike, who accuse it of being a blatant act
of plagiarism and question its legitimacy in being of use on a larger scale. This work explores the
notion of interdependence between writer and reader in fanfiction and how these developments
foster community, encourage self-expression, and eventually aid in constructing one’s selfconcept. In reading texts discussing the effect of fanfiction on participating individuals and
conducting interviews with members of the community, I’ve found that fanfiction has a positive
effect overall. Fanfiction has persisted as a transformative art form that embraces creativity and
community and serves interpersonal purpose beyond sharing stories: providing “informal
mentoring processes” (Evans et al. 12) and improving communication competence through
media relations. Similarly, it facilitates self-acceptance, allowing minorities the ability to “[write]
their mirrors into popular cultural narratives” (Duggan 1) where they are otherwise sidelined or
white-washed. Fanfiction is an influential and relevant medium that has the power to create life
wherever its community decides to take it. Not only does it improve interpersonal
communication, it also has prevalence in larger social circles and, in time, may be integrated into
classrooms to improve proficiency and encourage enthusiasm to learn (Schattenherz 57).
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