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In October of 2019, the Supreme Court of the United States heard arguments in a landmark case 

that could change the way the transgender and gender diverse (TGD) population is viewed. At 

issue is whether an employer can require a TGD individual to wear clothes the employer deems 

appropriate to match the birth gender of the individual. While the case will not be decided until 

after 2020, the question is raised about how TGD adults carry themselves and what role they 

play in society. Are TGD persons afforded more rights and more latitude with their gender 

identity in other cultures? With India granting protected status to their third gender and Pacific 

Islands embracing traditional “in the middle” identities, it would seem so (Diehl 2017; Esnier 

and Alexeyeff, 2014). Therefore, if a person is transgender in the Western World, including the 

United States and the UK, then there is a higher probability that person will be pathologized and 

treated with discrimination as compared to the TGD population residing in a non-Western 

culture. An interactionist approach will be used to discuss what it means to be a member of the 

TGD population, and the difficulties faced therein.  Focusing on discrimination, violence, and 

pathology in various countries, an examination of this marginalized group will be outlined. 

Alternatives will be presented as to possible steps for improvement in the treatment of TGD 

individuals, based upon data available from multiple cultures. This may provide insights into 

more equitable treatment for the American TGD population. 
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