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As the U.S is concerned with illegal immigration, there are ways immigrants help the economy, 

such as paying taxes and joining the workforce. If we realize that illegal immigrants are not an 

economic burden to the U.S, we can focus on revising the immigration process. By allocating 

funds to expand the naturalization process, adjust the refugee limit and decrease the amount of 

illegal immigration removals, the U.S economy and the quality of life of illegal immigrants can 

improve. Illegal immigrants pay into social security, and receive none of it. This profit can be 

allocated towards expanding USCIS, to speed up the review process. Also, illegal immigrants 

contribute to the workforce by creating jobs for U.S citizens, while also contributing to jobs that 

U.S citizens do not desire.  From 2017FY-2020FY, the refugee ceiling has decreased 84%, from 

allowing 110,000 refugees to 18,000. In 2018, the admission for refugees was 22,491 refugees, 

compared to the 45,000 ceiling. This decrease in the ceiling and admissions discourages 

immigration, and does not help the economy. Also, the amount of removals of immigrants with 

immigrant violations compared to convictions has increased during the Trump Administration, 

which has overflowed detention centers. By focusing on immigrants with felony charges, we can 

lessen the overflow without compromising the safety of U.S citizens.  By allocating funds to 

improve the citizenship process and detention centers, as well as adjusting refugee admissions, 

we can encourage legal immigration and help the economy.  
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