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Despite FBI investigations of the Mattachine Society’s leaders’ communist affiliations and
harassment by charging its members with violations of unjust obscenity laws, the society
strategically worked towards expanding legal and social rights for the LBGTQ+ community from
its founding in 1950 to its national dissolution in 1961. The Mattachine Society (MS) brought
members of the gay community together to give them a sense of belonging and “realize the
potential ability to offer a worthwhile contribution” to society (Hay 83). To accomplish this, the
Society dispersed leaflets stating that gay people had the same right to human dignity as any
other citizen. MS also provided services such as legal assistance for members charged with
violating obscenity laws and psychological counseling. After the national society dissolved, the
Mattachine Society of Washington DC campaigned for gay rights through public demonstrations
in front of the White House and Pentagon. This made them a target for increased government
surveillance. “Aware that the congressmen who governed Washington did not view the new
organization favorably, and that the city’s police department was keeping a close eye on its
activities, the Mattachine Society kept a low profile” (Bonds 20). While MS activities did not
immediately lead to greater rights for the gay community, it gave activists greater confidence in
their mission for equal rights. In a leaflet from the Mattachine Society of New York is a
statement that affirms the Society’s position: “Homosexuals are different but we believe they
have the right to be.”
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